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Jer. v. iii. Part of the Verſe. 


— Thou haſt ſtricken them, but they have not 

riewd; Thou haſt conſumed them, bat | they 

; 6. refusd to receive Correction: They have 

made their Faces harder than a Roc; they have 
refuſed to return. —— 


n | by ' 4 
* 4- UW 


3 HE Prophet taking a Survey of the Moral and Spi- 2 


: ritual State of the People of the Fews, finds "bg 
| - Wholly corrupted z and their Circumſtances to be 
8 much the more deplorable, by how much the more 
they were harden'd againſt, and become inſenſible of thoſe heavy 
and ſeyere Judgments, which God had been pouring down upon 
them for their Peryerſeneſs and Impiety. And hereupon he de- 
' clares, that thoſe Judgments had hed no. effect upon them, ſo as + 
to engage them to conſider, that God thereby intended their 
Reformation and Amendment. Thou haſt ſtricken them (ith he7/ 
but they have not griev/d; Thou haſt conſumed them, 2 _- 
refus'd to receive Correftion; They have made their Faces harder 
than a ger; they have refuſed to r. l onen on Dh BOG 
This is the grievous Complaint: which our Prophet in te 
Text makes of that People. But hopiag they might. pot, all t 
them be equally bla meable, but that ſome might be fund :- 
mong them that underſtood better the Laws of God and — I 


" : 


' own Duties, and would therefore hearken to him, he in tbe 
two next following Verſes, upbraids thoſe Stubborn af; in- 
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_ confiderate Men with Ignorance and Fooliſhneſs, 4 1 
. poſes the others to be Men of Senſe' and Underſtan oh, aT 
would readily apptehend what it ſo highly concerned they ae 5 
to know and yield to, viz. God's Admonitions to them by fis 
Judgments; and ſo be made wiſer and better by them; Mu. 
may ſee in the 4th and 5th Verſes of 2 where be 

thus expreſſes himſelf, Therefore, I ſuid Swelf"t . Wn 

they are fooliſh, 425 Bow aps the Way of the Lord, nor the Fuga- 
mem of their Gods / will get ne ug 2] N will 
ſpeak unto them; fot they ad hoo hs way ef the Lord, and "the ' .” 
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— Thou haſt ſtricken them, but they have not 
riewd; Thou haſt conſumed them, but they 
2 refusd to receive Correction: They have 
made their Faces harder than a Rock+, they haue 
refuſed to rtr pre, * 
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HE Prophet taking a Survey of the Moral and Spi- 
ritual State of the People of the Fews, hnds hes 
- wholly corrupted ; and their Circumſtances o be ſo 

9 much the more deplorable, by how much the ore 
they were harden'd againſt, and become inſenſible of thoſe heavy * 
and ſevere Judgments, which God had been pouring down upoenn 


them for their Peryerſeneſs and Impiety. And hereupon he de- 
clares, that thoſe Judgments had had no effect upon them, ſo as 
to engage them to conſider, that God thereby intended their 
Reformation and Amendment. Thou baſt ſtricken them (Rith he7/ 
but they have not griev/d; Thou baſt conſumed them, but they has 
refus'd to receive Correttion; They have made their Faces harder 
than a Rock; they bave refuſed te r . nee on od $4 
This is the grievous Complaint: which our Prophet iu the 
Text makes of that People. But hopigg they might, pot, a Ft 
them be equally bla meable, but that ſome might be fqund - 


mong them that underſtood better the Laws of God and their 
on Duties, and would therefore hearken to him, he in the” 
two next following Verſes, upbraids-thoſe Stubborn ad in- 
_ confiderate Men with Ignorance and Fooliſhneſs, 4 | 22 7 
poſes the others to be Men of Senſei and Underſtan 5 aa pr 
would readily apprehend what it ſo highly concerned the = 


to know and yield-to, vit. God's Admonitions to them. by Bs 2 


" MW. Judgments ; and ſo be made wiſer and better by them; Mu, 
may ſee in the zth and 5th A where nge 
thus expreſſes himſelf, Therefore, I ſuid, Swely : Je 75 50%: . 
5 they are fool, for ＋ Her nor the Way of the Lord, nor th 8 
en of their God. I will ger ins uma che Great Men, and 3 
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ſteak unto them, for he have now the 
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mann | 
* Mercy and the Pardon of. your Sins; would you, (I lay) have 
me to tell you, That you haye no Sin to repent of? But may 
pe not rather be told, That from the little Effects which former 
1 Vene ſeem yet to have had upon us, and from the general 


Fudg ment of their God ; but theſe have altogether broken the Toke, 


bY. 4 - - & - 
"I. | . . * 
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and burſt the Bonds. | t 
Thus the Prophet expected to find among thoſe of his Peo - 
e that were of better Faſhion than the reſt, ſome Men of 


Uuderftanding, that would ſeriouſly conſider, what God truly 


intends by his Judgments. upon the Children of Men. But 
erein our Prophet was diſappointed, He could find none, or 


_ at leaft but few, even among the beſt of them, that would un- 


derſtand and ſeeb after God; that would juſtly improve his Diſs | 
penſations towards them, and amend themſelves under his cor. 
recting Hand, k 
And is not this the Caſe with many of us? I leave you to 
Judge whether all the Judgments in general, which the Almigh- 
ty has from time to time ſent upon this Church and Nation; or 
this particular Judgment, which we commemorate this Day; 
I mean, that dreadful Fire, by which this opulent and flouriſh- 
ing City was (about 41 Years ago) conſumed to Aſhes, pre- 


ſenting then the Spectators with a Scene of Horror, Confuſion 
and Miſery; who ſaw their Dear Friends and Relations, agd 
Country- men, ſome utterly ruin'd in their Eftates, ſome wound- 


ed in their Bodies, and others wholly ſwallow'd up and periſh 


under the Rubbiſh, or in the Flames; and the reſt in a ſad 


Conſternation: I ſay, I leave you to judge, whether this, or 


any other of God's Judgments Inflited upon you or yours, have 
truly 'wronght in your Hearts that Repentance which is not to be 
. reperited of, and that earneft defire and endeavour; of Ser- 
viag God acceptably, which may prevent, or at leaft in due 
time remove all Calamities, and replenith our Souls (under 
all Circumſtances whatſoever) with unſpeakable Joy and Com- 


a 


This City (bleſſed be God) though once burnt to Aſhes, has 
_ "(like a Phenix) admirably reviv'd, and is now rais'd to a greater 

Glory and Magnificence, than it ever was before. 
But may not we enquire whether her Inhabitants, are not 
din a great meaſure) ſtill lying in the old Rubbiſh of their Sins? 
Iwiſh we could find it otherwiſe. But alas! It is too too plain, 


That Wickedneſs and Impiety is rais'd to a very high degree a- 


8 mong us: I know that Complaints are very uneaſy, tho never 
ſo juſt. But what would you have me to fay ? Would you have | 
me to tell you, who are now come hither in an extraordinary 


mer to humble your ſelves before God, and implore his 


orruption and Backwardneſs to Amendment of Life, ſo viſible 


| Among us, we have too juſt Cauſe to fear the Anger of the 
Lord, and his making this Complaint, of us, as he did of the 
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($3: 
one by his Prophet in the Text, I have ſtricken them, but they 
ave not priev/d, &c. A hats oh. RN 

And what renders, both our Guilt and Miſery ſtill greater, 
is, That this is not done only by the poorer and meaner ſort that 
are ignorant, and have not ſv much Opportunity and Ability of 
knowing the Ways God, as thoſe of better Circumſtances and 
of a higher Station in the World may have; but tis done even 
by theſe latter, who have Capacity, and are wiſe and under ſtand- 
ing enough in other Matters, though at the ſame time they uy 
willing to be as ignorant and unconcern'd in-this, as thoſe ar 
who:eem to be deftitute of the means of Knowledge; and who 
therefore are apt to govern themſelves by the Example of 
ſuch, as they look upon to have had a better Education, or to be 
in other reſpects their Superiors. 3: | 

Nou, that God expects that Men of Parts and Ability ſhou'd 
be the firſt in conſidering and underftanding his Judgments and 
his Ways, and ſhonld teach them others, is beyond all Diſputes 
But 1 am afraid that many of them have alſo broken the Me, and 
barſt the: Bonds. 


In the Words before us we have theſe three Things, which 
may be obſerved, . 2 


\ * 


I. A great Sin which the Prophet complain d of, and that was In. 
corrigibleneſ and Impenitency in the JEWS under God's Fudgments, 
THOU HAST STRITCEN. THEM, &c. Nay we may here 
further obſerve, That they were not only Incorrigible and Impenitent, 
but Obſtinate and Impudent : THEY HAVE MADE THEIR, © 
FACES ' HARDER THAN A ROCK, &c. | 1 


II. The Excuſe which the Prophet thought to have made for them, 
to leſſen their Sin, and extenuate their Guilt ; hoping (upon Search and 
Examination) to find, that theſe were only ignorant People that did 
not underſtand the Ways of the Lord: ſo, being a Sin of E- 
ndrance, it might not be altogether ſo beinous. But, . 


III. Tre Fruſtration and Diſappointment which the Prophet met | 
with; who as ſoon as he was come into the Gates and chief Places _ 
of the City, and had look's among the Great Men, the Govers 
nours, 'Rulers and Prieſis, he found that they were all of bam in- 
vol in the ſame Guilt ; HAVING REFUS'D T0 RECEIVE 
CORRECTION, AND BROKEN THE YOXKE, AND BURST 
THE BONDS. © CC 


Theſe are the three Principal Obſervabies from the Text 
and Context, | | X 8 | 


But to make the Words ſtill more applicable to the Buſineſs 
of this Day, they may (and that very naturally) be conſider'd 


under theſe Four Heads. 50 
(” - | * WY A 3 . L #hbo * 
1 1 3 1 * t 
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(6) 


I. Who is the Great Author and Principal and Efficient Cauſe of 
ell the Fudgments, all the Evils and Calamities, that fall upon Men. 
Anu that is God. 


II. The Expetation of God from thoſe whom he thus viſits with - 
Fudgments, whether inflicted upon themſelves, or on their Friends and 
Neighbours, and that is; That they ſhould grieve and receive Core 
rection; That they ſhould repent of their Sins, and turn to Him, 


III. #hat they may look for at God's Hand, who refuſe to receive 
and improve Correction, and are not ſoftned, but rather harden d- by 
bis Fudg ments. ; | | : 


IV. and laſtly, The Aggravatiou of Sin, when it is univerſal, 
end not only found among the poor and fooliſh. and ignorant, who 
man be thought not to know the Ways of the Lord; but when found 
among the better for whoſe greater Capacities render them ſo much 
tbe more unexcuſable for their not baving, or not improving this 
Knowledge . 33 1 „ "og 

"This renders a Nation ripe for Judgment. 


Of theſe-in their Order, and as briefly as I can. And, 


I. I am to ſhew you,That God Almighty is the Author and Effici- 
ant Cauſe of every Fudgment. | | 1 


Tis what God himſelf owns in the Sacred Pages, as in Fer. 18. 
12. Bekold, I the Lord frame Evil againſt you : And in Iſai. 45, 7. 
I frame the Light, and create. Darkneſs; I make Peace, and create 
Evil: I the Lord do all theſe things. So we ſee the Prophet Amos, 

— 6. denouncing God's Judgments againft Iſrael, puts this 
Queſtion, Shall there be evil in a City and the Lord has not done it ? 
intimating thereby, that all Evils of Puniſhment come from God. 
They are his Rods of Correction to reform the World. 

The Judgments wherewith God has chiefly and more remark- 
ably in former days viſited this City, were of two ſorts, vx. 
the Plague and the Fire, Both very dreadful, and both ſent al- 
" moſt at the ſame time; yet not for the utter Deſtruction, but 
the wiſh'd-for Through-Reformation of its Inhabitants. God 
never inflifts any Puniſhment upon Men but for a good End, and 
38 for their great advantage and benefit on whom it is 
inflited . | 

Therefore we ought always to acknowledg the Goodneſs of 
God in all his Diſpenſations towards us, We ought never to 
+ allow ourſelyes the liberty of murmuring againft God, or his 

Vice-gerents, like the impatient and ſtiff· neck d People of Iſrael, 

' whoſooften rebelld againit the eder againſt his Servant Moſes, 


Sue adi the re fene fie ley de, and ere trees 


* 


- 


CEE 
ſeverely plagu'd. But we ought to conſider well, that when 
Gd withdraws from us thoſe good Things, which by his Merci-. 
ful Providence we formerly enjoy'd z or when He thinks fit (for 
Reaſons beſt known to Himſelf) to diſappoint us of any. of our 
Expectations, whether Publick or Private; our Duty is ſubs 
miſſively to acquieſce therein, and reſign up our Wills to 
his Will: And as Holy Fob ſaid (when he received the ſad 
Ness, That the Sabeans and Chaldeans had ſpoil'd and plunder'd 
bis Goods and ſlain his Servants 3 and that a Fire from Heaven had 
conſum d a part of his Subſtancez and to render this ſtill more 
melancholy, That his Sons and Daughters were kill'd by the ſudden 
fell of the Houſe, wherein.they were 1hen'feaſting; As he then ſaid, 
ſo ſhould we ſay, The Lord gave, and the Lord bas taken away: 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Tord: * 1. 15. Oe. And this Submiſ- 
ſion and Acknowledgment we ſhould make with the Prophet 
Micah. 7, 9. We will bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe we 
And indeed it is very reaſonable that we ſhould do ſo conſi · 
dering, that no Calamity befals us at any time, either by acci« 
dent, or unjuſt Deſigns, or otherwiſe, but by the Wiſe and juſt 
Providence of God, that rulesand governs all Menand all Things, 
as may be beſt conduciye to his Gloty, and the Spiritual, if nor 
| always Temporal Welfare of them that love him, and keep his 
Commandments. Al things (faith the Apoſtle, m. 8. 28.) 
work together for good to them: that love God. | 
Though God is the Author and Efficient Cauſe of thoſe ſudg - 
ments, that in ſome ſort or other, fall upon Men; yet it is 
their own Sins that are the principal or proyoking Cauſe : For 
which things ſake the Wrath of God comes upon the Children of Diſ+ 
You know that God drowned the Old World ; becauſe (as the 
Scripture tells us) all Fleſh had corrupted his way upon the Earth, 
Gen. 6. 12 And he deſtroy'd the Cities of Sodom and Gomor- 


rab, and conſumed their Inhabitants with Fire from Heaven; Be« Ly 


cauſe their cry was great, and their Sin very grievous. Gen. 18. 20, 
Neither are you (I ſuppoſe) ignorant, how that the once 
flouriſhing Churches of Aſia, that were dedicated to God, did 


ſo provoke Him by their Sins, that He caſt them off, and gave L 


them up to Turks and Infidels 5 under whoſe Powes and Tyranny 
they remain to this Day. ” 

Now one would think, that theſe and other ſuch remarkable 
Inſtances of God's Juſtice upon impenitent Sinners, and bold Con- 
temners of his Laws, ſhould mightily ſtartle us and awaken us from 
our Sins; and make us to-conſider, That tho God has hitherto been 

aciouſly pleas'd to ſpare us, ſo as to remember Merey whilſt 

e was pouring down his Fiery Indignation upon us; Yet we 
ſhould by no means think ourſelvesſecure in our Iniquities, and 
take the liberty of Sianing-0n, becauſe we know that his Compaſ⸗ 
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(8) 
Every Sin that we do willfully commit is an open Act of Ho- 
ſtility and Rebellion againſt the ſupream Monarch of the whole 
World. Tis no leſs than a bold diſclaiming of our Dependance 


en Him: Tis a renouncing of our{Subje&ion to his Soveraignty, 


and a throwing off that Allegiance which we indiſpenſably owe 
to Him. And the Language of every Sinner is, Nolumus bunc 
regnare : We will not have this (King) to reign over us 
It is, Sin, and nothing elſe, that brought all Tumults, and 
Diſorder, all Confuſion, and all Miſchief; ina Word, all manner 
of Evil, into the World. | | ; | 
When God at firft did make all things; Bebold they were very 
gdod. Gen. 1, 32, But when Sin came into the World it undid 
what God had done: Or at leaft would ſtrive to alter and ſpoil 
every thing, and ſubvert: the whole Creation, | | 
Hiftory (both Sacred and Profane) furniſhes us with amazing, 
and no leſs inftruftive Inftances of God's Overthrowing Cities, 
nay whole Kingdoms and Nations for the Sins of Men ; And the 
Royal Prophet David plainly tells us, Pſal. 107. 34, That God 
males a fruitful Land barien for the Wickedneſs of them that dwell 
therein. Foc 2h 7 3 75 
So great a Hatred God has declar'd and ſhewn againſt Sin, 
that he ſent his Only-Begotten Son into the World to make Ex- 
iation for it with his own moſt precious Blood: And by his 
oly Spirit, and the Miniſtry of his Word, He is continually 
making War againſt Sin; Yet Sin lives, and reigns ſtill, and 
braves it in the Sight of Heaven. | | 
When Sin had over-run the whole World, and Men were ar- 
riv'd to the height of Wickedneſs, God repented Him that 
He had made ſuch a thing as Man; and therefore reſolv'd to 
drown the World.z and to that end poured down a Delugejof 
Water, as Moſes deſcribes it in the 7th Chapter of Geneſis. And 
yet when the World was. drown'd, Sin eſcap'd and crept into 
the Ark. | | | 
So when God try d to deſtroy Sin by Fire, conſuming Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and yet ſaving Lot, a good Man; out of his Loins 
deſcended a Spurious Oft-ſpring, who in Proceſs of time prov'd 
great Enemies to God's People and Religion. Y 
Neither Fire nor Water have hitherto been able to prevail 
againſt Sin. It is reſerv'd to be finally deftroy'd in the World by 
chat Univerſal Fire, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2. Per. 3. 7. 


I pa now to the next Thing to be conſider'd: Which is, 


II. The Expeſtation of Almighty God from thoſe whom He thus 
bifts with his Fudgments;, Viz. That they ſhould grieve and receive 
Correction; that ts, in other Terms, That they ſhould repent of their . 
Sins, and utterly forſake tem. | | 
The great Defien of the Divine Providence in all his udg- 
ments (as I have already intimated) is the Reformation of Man- 
kind. And therefore they were ſeldom or never ſent, but — 
, FE 4 VS they 


— % 4 


* 


(9) | 
they had long before been denounc'd; to the end that they © 
might beaverted by 1 as we ſee it was in the caſe of 
Nine ve b, Fon. 3. 5, For God does not delight to affti& the 
Children of Men, Lam. 3. 33. That is call'd in Scripture, Iſa. 
28. 21. Hu ſtrange Work; which our Sins put Him upon. But 
his Property is ever to have Mercy and to forgive. This is the uſual _ 
and familiar Work of a Gracious God and Merciful Father; Who 
deſires not the Death of a Sinner, but rather that he may turn from 
bis Wickedneſs and live. Which moft comfortable, moſt gracious 
and moft inviting Declaration, He has made every where in his 
Sacred Word, by the Month of his Holy Servants, the Prophets, 
Evangelifts, and Apoſtles, and more eſpecially by his own Son, 
who dy'd to this very End and Purpoſe, That we might be ſav'd: 
And do's even to this Day by his Minifters, proclaim Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs to all thoſe that do truly and earnefly repent of their Sins, 
— intend to lead a New Life. | rs 
Look into your Bibles, and you will ſee how God, when He 
puniſhes Men for diſobeying his Commands, ſoon takes away his 
Judgments upon their Repentance. wt OS 8 
Of this the Prophet Feremiab gives us a moſt excellent View, 
in the 18th Chap. of his Prophecy at the 7th and following Verſes. 
At what inſtant (ſaith God by our Prophet) I ſhall p- ri 
a Nation and concerning a Kingdom to pluck up and to pull down, | 
to deſtroy it; If that Nation againſt whom I have pronounced, turm 
from their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that I thought to do unto them, 
And at what inſtant I ſhall ſpzak concerning a Nation and concerning 4 
Kingdom to build and to plant it: If it do evil in my fight and it obey 
not my Voice ; then I will repent of the good wherewith I ſaid 1 would 
"benefit them. | | | 
And ſo he proceeds in theſe Words. Nom thereforego to, ſpeak 
to the Men of Fudab, and to the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, ſaying 3 - 
Thur ſaith the Lord, Behold, I frame Evil againſt you, and deviſe 
a Device again} you : Return ye now every onc from bis evil way, 
and make your ways and your doings good. | Ag 
From all which it evidently appears, That God on his part is 
always ready to forgive, if we were but ſo on ours to repent, . He 
never threaten'd to puniſh Men with Judgments, but He had 
Mercy in reſerve for them in caſe of Repentance. We have a 
great inſtance of this in, the Book of Fudge. Chap, 10. at the 
1ithand following Verſes; where this ftands upon Record The 
| Lord ſaid unto the Children of Iſrael, Did not I deliver.you rom the 
Eg ypttans, &c. yet you have forſaken me, and ſerved other Gods. 
refore I will deliver you no more, Go, and cry io the Gods which 
you have choſen, and let them deliver you. "+ | 
Who would not now conclude this People in a loſt State? 

But ſee what follows upon their Repentance, at the 16th Verſe. . 
An they put away the irange Gods from among them, and ſerved the 
Tord: And bis Soul was griey'd for the Miſery of Hrael. is e. They © 
| '* 4 | 5 * 71 4 25 282 Alter , 
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alter'd their former ill Courſe of Life z and God thereupon re- 


vers d the Sentence of their Deſtruction. 
But te come nearer home. The Judgments of God, wbich you 


| have ſeen or heard of, or felt, or may feel „they are all of them 


goed Leſſons and Moral Arguments to teach and incite you, and 
ought to be effectual Means to perſwade you, ſpeedily to re - 
pent. The Roa, faith Solo mon, teaches Wiſdom, | 

If then we know, that God ſends his Judgments for our Cor- 


rection and Inſtruction, and that He takes them away upon our 


Repentance; Oh! then let us all repent and amend our Lives. 


Let us (as the Prophet exhorts, gi. 55. 6. and 7.) return. unto 
the Tord, and be will have Mercy upon us, and unto our God, for He 

will abundantly pardon. Let us ſeek him while He may be found; 
Let us call upon Him while be is near; And let us hear Him, when 


He calls upon us to repent. Let us obey his Voice: And know 
this, That if we will not hearken to Him; but till follow our Evil 


willing to be reform'd, we may beſu.. nat though God is long- 
ſuffering, yet he will not always ſuffer, There is 4 Day of Venge- 
ence in God's Heart, ſaith the Prophet, i 63. 4. | | 

And who can tell, that our being ſo long preſery'd, is not in 
order to our future 5 to aggravate our own Condem- 
nation. As we ftill hope to eſcape, let us be advis'd before it be 
too late, not to refuſe Infiruttion, . | | 

I hope God has not paſs'd this Sentence on us, as to ſay, as inFzek. 
14. 14. tho! Noah, Fob, and Daniel were here, yet they would ſave 
nome but themſelves:For I truft here is a Remnant of God's Peoplez 
yea Thouſands of good and pious Souls (I make no doubt) there 
are in this great City, that like ſo many Moſes's, ſtand in the gap 
of God's Vengeance and fiery Indignation. | 


I now haſten to the next General: Which is to ſhew you, _ 
III. What they may look for at God's Hand who are not better d by 


i Fudgments ; but Hill obfinately refuſe 10 return io Him. 


And to this I ſhall ſubjoin, the noting to you, 


IV. and Laftly, The Aggravation of Sin, when it is Univerſal, and 
not only found among the Poor, or Fooliſh, and Ignorant, who may be 
thought not to know the way of the Lord; but when found even 
among the better Sort, who by reaſon of their Education, or higber 
Station in the World, are leſs excuſable for their Neglet+ berein, 


Theſe two General Heads, I ſhall for Brevity-ſake, conſider 
under one; intending to be now very ſhort. 

And if I ſhould ſeem to be goo prolix, I hope you will for once 
forgive me; for you know, that the chief Buſineſs of this Day, is 


q to Faſt and Pray; To meditate upon God's Word; To talk and 
bear of his Judgments and Mercies; And that all this is to be 
a | | ; h done 


— 


Imaginations, and ſhew ourſelves obſtinate in our Sins, and un- 
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done not only in private, but in publick; not only at Home, but 
chiefly at Church, When you conſider this, Iam greatly * | 
dent, that you will patiently ſuffer me to go on in what I have 
further to ſay upon this Subject. LF - 

When Men will not open their Eyes to God's Judgments : 
When a Nation, and the Better Sort of them, will not take no- 
tice either of priyate, or publick Calamities and Diſaſters; of 
Divine Chaſtiſements and Warnings, ſo as to be by them through 
ly awaken'd from Sin: Then may they be faid to be in a Spi- 
ritual Lethargy 3 in a moſt ſtupid, moſt ſad and deplorable Con- 
dition. 7 | Wr N 

*Tis that obdurate State and univerſal Impiety, which brought 
upon the Old World that general Flood I was now ſpeaking of; 
wherein but- eight Perſons were fayed: And yet among thoſe 
eight Perſons, who were Eye-Witnefſes of God's terrible Ven- 
geance upon Sinners, there was found a curſed: Cham, who with 
his Corruption reviv'd all Injuſtice and Wickednels. | 

The People of Hrael bei g, hard to be wrought uo and 
brought into Reformation and Obedience by former Ju Ementh, 
endur'd even ſorer ones in that good Land of Canaan (where ; 
intended to have bleſſed them) than they had undergone before 
both in Egypt and in the Wilderneſs. And as they were no ſooner 
deliver'd out of Miſery, but they return'd agaia to their Folly, 
like the Dog to bis Vowit, and the Sow to ber Wallowing in the Mire 
(2 Pet. 2. 2) and became univerſally guilty of Pride, Luxury, a 
all manner Impiety : So God at laft gave them up to Ruia and 
utter Deſolation. | < | 

But why do I mention theſe, when I need not go ſo far for 
Inftances of Divine Judgments upon a People? 

God has formerly try'd us of this Nation for ſeyeral Years to- 
gether, with his ſoreſt Judgments; ſome time with the Plague 
and the Fj/e; at other times with Famine 3 and now with the 


Sword (To mention particulars is unpleaſant ; ) But alas! where- - 


in does it appear, that we are made better and more Religious 
by all theſe Chaſtiſements? Are we not at this day as Coyetons, 
and as Proud, and as Earthly-minded as ever we were? And is 
there leſs Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Profaneneſs and Uncleannefs, 
than heretofore among us? Are we not ftill unjuſt, uncharita- 
ble, revengeful, and the like? Oh! where is that Spirit of 
Chriftianity that ſo much adorn'd the Lives of the firft Profe- 
Jors of our Holy Religion? *Tis even quite loſt: Scarcely to be 
found among Chriſtians now adays! Oh! let us reſume it: Or 
elle, what can we think will become of us? Can we reaſonabl 
expect ever to remain unpuniſh'd in our continu'd Impieties? 
Shall we urge God to ſay of us, as he once did of his ancient 
People the Jews, in Iſai. 65. 2. 3. I ſpread out my Hands all the 
day unto a Rebellious People, which walketh in a way that is not good, 
after their qwn Thoughts ;. A People that provoketh me to Anger con- 
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be 0 Man repented of bis Witkedneſs, ſaying, What have 1 done? 


2 every one turned to bis Courſe, as the Horſe ruſheth to the Battle, 
There is no Sin (douhtleſs) but is very great, becauſe it of- 
fends the High Majeſty of God, and is a Breach of his Divine 
Laws: But the deſpiſing of his Judgments is certainly a Sin, of 
the firſt Magnitude. For when his Fudgments, are abroad in the 
Earth, tis to the intent that the Inhabitants of the World ſhould learn 
Rig bieouſneſs, as the Prophet elegantly teaches us. ai. 26. 9. 
To perſiſt in a Sinful Courſe of Life after Signal and Exem- 


plary Judgments, ſuch as we have ſeen or heard of, is an Argu- 


ment ofa profane Atheiſtical Spirit, that will not confider, That 
while Man is thus proyoking God, God is whetting hi: Sword, and 
bending his Bow, and preparing for him the Inflruments of Death, 
as David ſpeaks, Pſal. 7. 12. And though (for the moſt part) 
God's Judgments come but ſlowly, yet they are ſure : They will 
moſt certainly come upon Men unleſs they do repent And 
when they are once come, then will they prove the heavier and 
more intolerable, by how much the longer they were in coming. 
Let us not vainly flatter ourſelves, ſaying, Peace, peace, where 


there is no peace; For there is no peace, ſay; my God, to the Wicked, 


Ji 57. 21. | | | 

If we preſume to go on in our Sins, after God's ftriving by his 
Corrections to reclaim us, we can hardly b6pe for Pardon; tho 
we ſhould afterwards ſeek-it never ſo carefully with Tears, 
Read what is ſaid of ſuch Sinners as are hardened in their 
Sins, and deaf to God's Admonitions to Humility and Repen- 
tance, Fer. 22. 12,13, 14. And in that Day did the Lord God of 
Hofts call to weeping, mourning, baldneſs, and Sackcloth ; and behold 
joy and gladneſs, ſlaying Oxen, and killing Sheep, Surely this iniquity 
foal not be purg d from you, till you die, ſaith the Lord of HoSts ———; 
God compares ſerufilem to a Pot, and the Inhabitants to Fleſh 


- boiling therein, ſhewing, That all the Boiling will not fetch out: 
the Scum. Therefore, 5 


aith the Lord, in thy filthineſs is lewdneſs: 
Becauſe I purg'd thee, and thou waſt not purg'd ;, thou ſhalt not be 
purged from thy filthineſs, till T have cauſed my fury to ref upon thee, 
Frek, 24. 13» | | 


It Judgments already felt do not affright us into Repentance, | 
it cannot be hop'd, but that God will bring new ones (ſorer and 
heavier) upon us; as we ſee He threatned he would do to his own 
(once peculiar) People Iſrael; Levit. 26. from the 16th to the 25th 
Verſe. I brought you, ſaith the Lord, out of the Land of Egypt: 


Aud now, if ye will not hearken unto me ; but deſpiſe my Statutes and 


abbor my Fudg ments, I will do this unto you. I will appoint over you 
terror, conſumption, and the burning Ague, that ſhall conſume rhe Eyes, 
and cauſe ſorrow of Heart; and ye ſhall ſow your Seed in vain, for 


your Enemies ſhall eat it, &c. 


In ſhort, if. we continue and ſtill delight in our Sins: If we 
will obſtinately oppoſe' God's Endeayvurs of reforming us: If 4 
| | . 1H | wil 
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will take no notice, but be (as it were) wholly inſenſible of bis 
Judgments, either paſt, or preſent, or thręaten'd to come: If 
all the Methods which God has already us'd, or uſes now, or 
may pleaſe further to uſe, to bring us back from our evil ways, 


ha ye not their due Effects upon us, we cannot expect to eſcape; 


we cannot hope for Salvation, He will at laſt give us over to 
our hardneſs and impenitent heart. as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 2. 3. 
Than which, nothing more diſmal can ever befall us. NN 


It was this ſad Condition the Fews had even brought them- 4 


ſelves into; which David thus deſcribes, Eſal. 81, the ioth and 
following Verſes, I brought thee (faith God to that Feople)/ ous 
of the Land of Egypt: Open thy Mouth wide, and I will fil it, Bu 
my People would not bearken to my- Voice, and Iſrael would haue 
none of me: (or, as we have it in another Tranſlation, 1ſraet 
would not obey me) So Igave them up to their own Hearts Luſt; and 


they walked in their own Counſels. This is the Cataſtrophe, the mi- 


ſerable End of Men that are univerſally corrupted, and will not 


take warning in due time, ſo as to learn Wiſdom, and be re- 


form'd 4 and thereby prevent their final Deftcuttion, 
I hope the Caſe is not altogether ſo bad with us, as it was with 


the Fews, when God thus exclaim'd againſt their general Iniuſtice 
and Ungodlineſs in all ſorts. and ranks among them, in the Cha 


ter of the Text, at the 1ft Verſe. Run ye 10 and fro tbrough 


Streets of Feruſalem, and ſee if ye can find a Man, if there be any. 
that ſeeks the Truth, and 1 nf 4 it. | 7 „ 16 | 
Itruſt, we are not reduc'd to this deplorable State of having ſo 


very tew among us (as it ſeems there were then in ꝓudab) that 


the Lord and tremble at his Judgments. And yet I cant but cou - 
feſs that the Character of that People, does too much belong to us, 


as the Prophet Iſaiab repreſents it, Chap. 1. 4, 56, 6, in theſe em- 


Phatick, but moſt lamentable Accents (which you have now heard 


out of the ſirſt Leſſon) 4b! Sinful Nation, a People laden with - Ini- 
uity, Children that are Corrupters. They have forſaken the Lord; They 


bave provoked the Holy One of Iſrael unto anger: They are gone 
backward, Why ſbould you be firicken any ore $Id will ſubd pr Srige | 


more: The whole Head is ſick, and the whole Heart faint - &c. 


Be ye therefore exhorted in the Words of the ſame Prophet as they 
follow at the 16th and 17th Verſes of that Chapter. Is aſb ye, make 
Jou clean; put away = doings from before mine Eyes : Ceaſe 10 do 
. Relieve the Oppreſſed ; Fudge the Fatherleſs : 


evil ; Learn to de we 
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The Concluſion at St Dunftan's > 
To Conclude. 


| | Give me leave to recommend to you, upon this ſolemn Occafion, 


2 moſt excellent and prafticable Duty, which God requires of you, 
eſpecially at this Day; and that is, your free and charitable Benifi- 


cence to the Poor. 3388 
You ought to remember, how God, in the midſt of his Judgments, 


has been pleas'd to ſpare you and yours. Therefore you ſhould be 


ſo much the more bountiful to your poor Neighbours. | 
1 do not here intend to preſs you to a Charity, which perhaps Cu- 


Rom or Decency, or ſome other Worldy Conſiderations only, might 


extort from you, even to your own Uneaſingſs and Inconvenience. 
No; God will in ſuch caſe, accept of the Will for the Deed; He re- 
quiring no more of you, than you are able to do. But you muſt not 
excuſe your ſelves from doing what you can herein. And pray con- 
ſider, (and ſuffer your ſelves to be mov'd by the Confideration) 
That God having, as on this Day, brought many wealthy Perſons 
and Families in this fam'd City upon the very brink of Ruin, and af- 
terwards, in the Riches of his Mercy, reftored them double, and 
perba ps more than double and treble of what he had then taken away, 


. as I hope it is with many of you and of your Friends this day: He ex- 


— that you ſhould now expreſs your gratitude for this to Him, 
y your Charitable Coatributions towards the relief of the Needy; 


eſpecially ſuch Families as you may know (and no doubt but you 


know ſame, and perhaps many) that have been Fellow-Sufferers with 


Jour ſelves or Parents in thatPublick Calamity z but have not had the 
ſame Temporal Bleſſing, as to be rais'd again with you to a flouriſhing 
State in the World. | | BT 


Now in this Act of Charity, which 1 here endeavour to recom- 


mend to you, your ſelves (who beſt know your own Circumſtances) are 
to be your own impartial Judges. And if you deſire more and more 
- to_ proſper and abound, let me deſire you and perſwade you by uo 


means to keep back in your hands, what your own Conſcience tells you, 


vou ſhould impart to the poor Members ofChrift; For beſides the ma- 
ny preſentAdvantages,whichyou ſhall reap from it, even in this World, 
what a great Comfort will it be to you at the laſt Day, which ſhall 
be a Day (indeed) of Terror and Trouble and Confuſion to the Cove- 
tous and Uncharitable, who then ſhall be caft away with that dread- 


ful Sentence, Depart from me: But a Day of Joy and Bliſs and 
Reward to the Merciful and Charitable, who with their Sub- 
ſtance have kept many a poor Brother and Siſter of their Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's from ftarving and periſhing? 1 ſay, What unexpreſſible 
Comfort will it be to your Souls on that great and ſolemn Day, when 
the Eternal Son of God ſhall appear in his Glory, attended with My- 
rieds, nay, with Ten Thouſand times Ten Thouſands of Angels, and 
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ſhall then ſay to you, (Mat. 25. 34+ Oc.) Come ye Bleſſed of my Faber, 
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inberit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of rhe World. 
For I was an hungred, and you pave me Meat: I was thirſly, and you 


ve me Drink, &c. ? And when your Modeſty and Humility ſhall 


| — this Queſtion to your Saviour; Lord, when ſaw we thee an bungred, 


1d fed thee ;, or thirſty, and gave thee Drink ? He ſhall then openly 
profeſs, I hat inaſmuch as you did it to one of the leaſt of your poor Fel- 
=" ai ( whom He is not aſbam d to call bis Brethren) you did uno 
Himbſelt. t 1 1 
105 what can I ſay more to perſwade you to the Practice of this 
excellent Duty, which is ſo comfortable in itſelf, ſo honorable in 
its Object, and ſo ſecure of an everlaſting Reward ? This is better, 
yea infinitely better than Thouſands of Gold and Silver; than all 
the Ay of the Indies ; than all the Wealth of the whole 
World. 0 
And now the God of all Mercy, the Author and Giver of all good Things, 
preſerve and keep both you and yours ; Graft in all your Hearts the Love 
of his great Name 3 Encreafe in you true Religion; Nouriſh and repleniſb 
you with all Goodneſs z and of his infinite Mercy, 1 ou in the laſting 
Enjoyment of the ſame, through FESUS CHRIST our Lord. 4 
To whom with the Father, and the Holy Spirit of Grace, be af 
crib'd, as is moſt due, both by us and the whole World, all Honour, 
and Glory, and Praiſe, Love, Obedience, and Adoration, from 
this time forth, and to all Ages of Eternity. AMEN, 


The Concluſion at Newgate. 


3 To conclude. i 4 

You have greatly ſinned againft God: You have many and many 
ways tranſgreſſed his Holy Laws and Commandments; you have pro- 
voked Him to anger. And therefore he hath ſtricken you: He has 
brought thoſe ] roubles upon you, which (no doubt / are very grievous 
to vour Fleſh. 

Now if upon this /?riking, your Spirits are not grieved, and you do 
not return to God, your Mileries will ftill encreaſe more and more, 
and. become at laſt unremovable. Both your Bod ies and Immortal 
Souls will be undone; undone to. all Etervity. Oh! ſeek then a 
Reconciliation with God, and dwell no longer in your Sins: Caſt off 
the weighty Load of your Iniquities, which if you continue to carry 
about you, muſt needs ſink you into the Depth of Hell. And what 
—— ure can you find in making your ſelves miſerable for ever? Oh! 
et me perſwade you to avoid Eternal Torments, and to regain the 
Farour of God, which you have loft by your repeated Sins, and 
continued Offences againſt Him. 51s Uh 

Let me beſeech you to cleanſe. your ſelves from all Unrighteouſneſs 
and Filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks (2. Cor. 
7+ 1.) To repent truly and heartily of all your Sins paſt, and reſolve 
to lead a new Life. And to this end, let me adviſe you by all that 


is great and good, Sacred and Holy; by all that is neareft and 
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his Grace; by which, and by which alone, you can be e 
vercome your natural Corruption, and all ſinful deſires of the Fleſff 
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your own Immortal Souls, and Eternal Salvatis 


That you would apply ydut ſelves (in fervent 2 orgs X 
ena ": 


And that thoſe of you particularly, who have little ground to hope 


for a long Life here, would earneſty endeavour to obtain the Eavoh 


of God, which is infinitely berter than Life itſelf; Pſal 63, 3. Ar 
in a Word, that you would, every one of you, devoutly and conſt anti 
beg of Him ſo to ſanctify theſe your Temporal Afflictions, that the 


may at laſt turn to your Spititual and Eternal Good. 


But oh! How remiſs : How negligent, and backward do 1 fit 


vou (for the moſt part) in this great and moſt neceſſary Duty of 


of Prayer! How hard a thing is it to make you ſenfible of thi 
Truth, That there is nothing in the whole World of greater Uſe and 
Benefit to you, (eſp-cially under your-preſent diſmal Circumftances} 
than a hearty dilligent and unwearied ſeeking after God's Mercy ani 
Grace, by ardent, earneft, and devout Prayer. | | 
This would moſt certainly allay your preſent Troubles, and avert 
future and endleſs Torments. What? Will you always'live as if thert 
were no God in the World, and no Reward to be hoped for, or Pu- 
niſhment to be dreaded after this Life ? And will you be ſuch Fools 
hardies, as to venture to die in this Atheiftical and Soul-undoi 


Opinion? Pray ſtifle not the Thoughts of Eternity,which muſt needy! 
ariſe in — Hearts, from a ſerious Conſideration of your ſelves. 
0 


Think often (and that ſeriouſſy, as a thing of infinite Moment) 
Think, I ſay, of the endleſs Life, either of Weal or Woe, which is 


to follow immediately after this; and act accordingly. - Awake out 


of your Spiritual Slumber'; fall upon the Work of your Eternal Sal- 


vation, and redeem the time ; becauſe the days are evil ; Epheſ. 53. 16. 


and, perhaps, to ſome of you but few. Improve them therefore 
to the beſt Advantage, that both while you live, and when you 


come to die, you may have Comfort in your Souls, and enjoy 


the bleſſed Fruits of that Peace of God, which paſſes all Under< 
ſtanding; which is That which the World can neither give, nor 
take away, and which I heartily pray God to-beftow-upon every 


one of you here preſent, and upon all thoſe that loye'the Lord 


FESUSCHRIST in ſincerity and truth. Amen. | 
No to God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, one ever Li- 
ving and Immortal God, be rendred all Honour and Glory, 
Might, Majefty, and Dominion, Love and Obedience; | 
now and ever AME MW. 9 
. Grant, we beſeech Thee Almighty God, that we who for our evil © 


Deeds, do morthily deſerve to be puniſhed, by the comfort of thy Grace | 


ay mercifully be relieved, through our Lord and Saviour F ESUS ; 
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